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should set up Youth Committees to survey, encourage, and co-ordi-.
nate the youth services in their areas. Existing voluntary organisa-
tions should be represented on the local committee. A further
Circular (1503), issued in March 1940, announced that the Board
of Education was prepared to make grants covering fifty per cent of
the expenses incurred by L.E.A.s in their youth services. In June
1940, Circular 1516, entitled The Challenge of Youth, recognised
the youth service as part of further education. The State declined
to create a compulsory youth service and defined its function as one
of filling the gaps by supplementing the resources of existing volun-
tary organisations. A later Circular (1577) of December 1941,
entitled Registration of Youth, dealt with boys and girls who became
liable for registration by the Ministry of Labour and National
Service. Boys and girls were interviewed by the Youth Committees
of L.E.A.s and those who were not already members of a youth
organisation were urged to join one. They were also encouraged
to take up some kind of pre-Service training.
Owing to the war, new types of pre-Service training were coming
into existence. When Lord Haldane reorganised the Army and
created the Territorial Force in 1907, the Officers' Training Corps
was formed. It was divided into a Senior Division attached
to universities and a Junior Division attached to certain public and
secondary schools. Junior cadets were prepared for Certificate "A,"
and the seniors for Certificate "B." The aim of the O.T.C. was to
provide officers for the Territorial Army and the Special Reserve.
During the Second World War, the demand for officers was so great
that the O.T.C. was reorganised and greatly extended. The two
divisions became the Senior and Junior Training Corps respectively,
and all university students who were of military age were compelled
to join the S.T.C. The establishment was increased and students
were given a preliminary training to enable them to pass eventually
to an O.C.T.U. if they were suitable. Compulsory service ended in
November 1944, and as a consequence the numbers of the S.T.C.
fell rapidly. The War Office recently announced its proposals
to bring the S.T.C. (now the University Training Corps) into line
with the new National Service scheme. On 1st April 1948 the
U.T.C. became an integral part of the Territorial Army, and under-
graduates who join are eligible for the same benefits and bounties
as other members of the T.A.
The O.T.C. had been mainly restricted to undergraduates and
the pupils of a small number of schools. The war greatly increased
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